











































































































Forerunners or scaremongers? 
Germany to abandon nuclear power
Anna Kwiatkowska-Drożdż
The German government’s final decision to abandon nuclear power as of 
2022 has been expected for months. However, instead of calming the wa-
ters, providing solutions and answering the question ‘What next?’, it has 
only fanned the flames. Even the adoption of legal amendments enforcing 
the government’s decision by the German parliament (both the Bundestag 
and the Bundesrat) in late June and early July has not calmed the situa-
tion. It is more than apparent that these decisions have been made under 
emotional pressure: there was not enough time for accurate calculations 
to be made and consideration to be given to the consequences of Germany 
abandoning nuclear power. Chancellor Angela Merkel has so far been una-
ble to fully convince the public that the ‘energy shift is a huge opportunity’ 
and that this process will be carried out on condition that ‘the supplies 
remain secure, the climate protected and the whole process economically 
efficient’1. German economic associations have warned against a politi-
cally motivated, ill-judged and irreversible abandonment of nuclear energy. 
They are anxious about an increase in electricity prices, the instability of 
supplies and environmental damage. The government believes, however, that 
green technologies will become a new driving force for the German economy 
and its main export commodity. Before that happens the industry will have 
to increase its use of electricity produced from fossil fuels, mainly natural gas 
imported from Russia. This may be exploited by Gazprom which will try to 
strengthen its position on the German market, and thus in the entire EU.
The government: the burden of taking the initiative
On	June	30,	the	Bundestag	voted	on	the	abandonment	of	nuclear	power	 in	Germany	by	




















The Greens: what now?






achieved	 an	 irrefutable	 victory	 –	 its	 key	 demand	 to	 give	 up	 nuclear	 power	 in	Germany	
was	being	fulfilled.	On	the	other	hand,	the	decision	of	the	coalition	and	the	fact	that	An-
gela	Merkel’s	 government	 has	 taken	 the	
initiative	 have	 created	 several	 problems.	
The	fact	that	the	Greens’	project	envisaged	






ments	 –	 as	 the	 best	 solution	 possible	
in	the	current	situation)	and	the	faction	of	the	fundamentalists	(for	whom	the	adoption	of	
Merkel’s	proposals	would	be	a	betrayal	of	 their	 ideals).	The	calculations	of	experts	who	


































The Greens are concerned that they 
may lose a substantial part of their 
political identity. What slogans 
will they put on their banners during 
the next election if their main demand 
and an element of their founding 
myth have been implemented?






























until	 recently	 had	 been	 regulars	 at	meet-










































German economic associations have 
warned against a politically motivated, 
ill-judged and irreversible abandon-
ment of nuclear energy. Nobody can 
assess the exact cost of these chan-
ges, but it will certainly be tens of 
billions of Euros.
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mentary	 groupings)	must	 have	 reached	 similar	 conclusions,	 as	 they	 claim	 that	 ‘without	
nuclear	power	Germany	will	be	even	more	interested	in	gas	supplies	from	Russia’.










man	companies	 (resulting	 from	 the	aban-
donment	 of	 nuclear	 power,	 but	 also	 from	
unfavourable	 contracts	 concluded	 with	
Gazprom	itself 7)	to	penetrate	even	deeper	
into	 the	German	 energy	market.	By	 now,	
the	 Russian	monopoly	 provides	 as	 much	











Germany abandons nuclear power, 













Germany’s	 abandonment	 of	 nuclear	 power	 has	 already	 brought	 about	 far-reaching	 conse-















The problems of German firms resul-
ting from the abandonment of nuclear 
power, but also from unfavourable 
contracts concluded with Gazprom, 
can be used by Russian companies 
to penetrate even deeper into 
the German energy market.









The Centre for Eastern Studies (CES)	was	established	in	1990.	CES	is	financed	from	the	budget.	
The	Centre	monitors	and	analyses	the	political,	economic	and	social	situation	in	Russia,	Central	
and	Eastern	European	countries,	the	Balkans,	the	Caucasus	and	the	Central	Asia.	
CES focuses	 on	 the	 key	 political,	 economic	 and	 security	 issues,	 such	 as	 internal	 situations	
and	 stability	 of	 the	 mentioned	 countries,	 the	 systems	 of	 power,	 relations	 between	 political	
centres,	foreign	policies,	issues	related	to	NATO	and	EU	enlargement,	energy	supply	security,	
existing	and	potential	conflicts,	among	other	issues.	
The views expressed by the authors of the papers do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Polish authorities. 

























in	 the	 rankings	 of	 international	 trade.	
The	green	energy	sector	could	become	the	
flywheel	 for	 the	 entire	 German	 economy.	
According	 to	 the	 assessment	 of	 the	 Ger-
man	Federal	Ministry	 for	 the	Environment,	
the	sale	of	green	technologies	in	2020	is	set	






















In the years 2004-2010, employment 
in the renewable energy sector incre-
ased by 129% to 367,400 workers – 
and it was the only energy sector 
to increase employment between 
1998 and 2009.
